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23-August-2013 

To,  

Mr. Praveen Pardeshi, 

Principal Secretary (Forests), 

Government of Maharashtra. 

 

Sub: Great Indian Bustard Conservation in Vidarbha 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

We are writing to you regarding Order No. WLP-7-13/CR 262/F-1 dated 29th July 2013. We would like to 

place on record our appreciation for your proactive intent towards the conservation of the Critically 

Endangered Great Indian Bustard (GIB) and its habitat. The order justifiably seeks to stop conversion of 

agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes in select areas of Warora and Bhadrawati tehsils of 

Chandrapur district to conserve the GIB. However, the Order’s only directive is that non-agricultural 

development in these areas would require a No Objection Certificate (NOC) to be obtained from the PCCF 

(WL). Since there are no incentives provided for local communities to willingly accept and comply with the 

Order, we are concerned by its ramifications. 

 

We write to you based on the collective knowledge of colleagues who have worked at the Great Indian 

Bustard (GIB) Sanctuary at Nannaj, as well as discussions with individuals who have worked extensively on 

GIB conservation in the Vidarbha region. The GIB uses agricultural areas which are privately owned, but as 

long as the people’s right to take decisions as rightful owners of their properties is unchallenged, people 

will support GIB conservation. There is first hand information that the previously existing local community 

support for GIB conservation has declined considerably due to the ban on sale/purchase of agricultural land 

falling within the GIB sanctuary limits in the Nannaj area. Subsequently, the GIB population in Nannaj has 

declined precipitously. The Vidarbha population has been reported to occur primarily in agricultural fields. 

Inconveniencing the farmers without providing any benefits or incentives for regulations imposed on them 

due to occurrence of GIBs on their land will consequently have disastrous consequences for the Vidarbha 

GIB population. 

 

An alternate and safer way to achieve a similar, if not better impact would be to offer incentives to farmers, 

provided their land is not diverted for non-agricultural purposes. The document, ‘Guidelines for the Great 

Indian Bustard Recovery Programme’ drafted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of 

India lists on Page 20 that GIB conservation partners have to be engaged by innovative incentive 

mechanisms and local livelihoods have to be linked to GIB conservation. Incentive mechanisms can include 

an agriculture tax (shet sara) waiver for farmers whose lands occur in the villages listed in the above order 

as long as GIBs occur in the region. This will not only ensure a better future for GIBs in Maharashtra but also 

act as a role model for other states having GIB populations. Such mechanisms need to be finalized after 

wide-ranging discussions with all stakeholders in the region. These mechanisms will undoubtedly take time 

to be formulated and implemented, but are absolutely necessary to ensure the cooperation of local 

communities in long term GIB conservation goals. 
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The above order passed on 29th July is well meaning but will alienate the local communities and ultimately 

erode support for GIB conservation in the Vidarbha region, making it difficult for field staff to implement 

GIB conservation activities on ground. We kindly request you to incorporate an incentive mechanism for 

farmers in the current order and initiate a program to prepare an inclusive Vidarbha GIB recovery plan 

based on wide-ranging consultations with all stakeholders in the Vidarbha region. 

 

Looking forward to your response. 

 

Thanking you,  

 

Yours’ sincerely, 

 
Tarun Nair  

Authorized Signatory / Trustee,  

Researchers for Wildlife Conservation.  

http://www.rwcindia.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


